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Roaring Creek Valley Conservation Association Scholarship - 2026
The RCVCA scholarship award is in the amount of $1,000.00 and is made payable directly to the award recipient’s institution of higher education.

Eligibility

The applicant shall meet the following criteria to be considered eligible for the RCVCA Scholarship. 

1. The applicant shall be a student who attends Southern Columbia Area School District. Any student whose home district is Southern Columbia Area and who either attends a technical/vocational school or is homeschooled is also welcome to apply.
2. The applicant shall provide documentation of acceptance at an institution of higher education for study in agricultural sciences, environmental and earth sciences, or environmental or agricultural education.
3. The application shall be completed in its entirety. 

4. The RCVCA does not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, race or ethnic background.
Application Process

The applicant shall complete an application form provided by the RCVCA and attach the required documentation. The applicant will also be required to compose an essay related to the environmental field and per the requirements listed under Essay Criteria. All applications must be mailed to: Roaring Creek Valley Conservation Association P.O. Box 201 Numidia, PA 17858 and be postmarked by May 15, 2026 OR emailed to olivia.hubler@columbiaccd.org  by May 15, 2026.  

Review Process

The scholarship applications are reviewed by selected and impartial members of the RCVCA. The scores for each applicant are compiled and averaged. This ensures that no favoritism or other statistical error occurs. The applicant with the highest average score will be awarded the scholarship money for use toward the applicant’s higher education. Note that incomplete applications will not be considered for the award.
Evaluation Criteria

The evaluation criteria shall be as follows:

	CRITERIA
	SCALE
	EXAMPLES

	Academics
	40%
	Grade Pt Avgs, SAT Scores, Academic Awards\Honors

	Essay
	40%
	Use of Words, Grammar\Spelling, Neatness, Content\Relative Topic

	Environmental Dedication
	10%
	Env. Courses, Special Env. Projects, Future Plans

	Extracurricular Activities
	10%
	Athletics, Student Orgs, Employment


Essay Criteria

The essay shall be environmental in nature. Suggested topics may include:

· Management and conservation practices for multiple land use activities throughout the watershed

·  Discussion of land-use initiatives and programs that address stormwater issues and flooding
·  Promotion and conservation of native plants, animals and aquatic life within the watershed

·  Stream and groundwater monitoring and support activities for the remediation of polluted waterways and wells
·  Environmental rules and regulations and their impact on the conservation and protection of natural resources in the watershed
·  Historical land uses that have impacted watershed resources today
· Recent developmental pressures within your watershed and effects they may have on the environment and other local resources. 

· Agricultural conservation practices and their benefits within a watershed.  

The content of the essay may include the applicant's view of the topic. (i.e., Where is it going in the future? Why has it progressed a certain way? Etc.) 

The essay shall be 250 – 500 words, and double spaced with 1-inch margins. It shall be submitted on white office/computer grade paper, preferably recycled, and include a reference or bibliography listing as a separate page.





Award Requirement
One $1,000 scholarship will be awarded this year. The student chosen to receive the scholarship shall attend a Roaring Creek Valley Conservation Association meeting at which time the check will be presented. The student will be notified of dates and times of meetings. 
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